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Ward Description
Shard End is an outer city ward located in the east of the city.  It has a population of 11,660 making it the 43rd most populous ward in the city.

The ward has an older age profile that the city as a whole and a lower BAME population share.

Shard End is one of the more deprived wards in the city and average income level are below those for the city as whole.

Residents employment rates in the ward are slightly below the city average and claimant count unemployment proportion are above the Birmingham average.   

Ward Councillor


Councillor Ian Ward – Email lan.ward@birmingham.gov.uk
Alternatively contact  

Council House

Victoria Square

Birmingham,

B1 1BB

Telephone 0121 303 2039

Shard End Ward is within the parliamentary constituency of Hodge Hill and the local Member of Parliament for Hodge Hill Constituency is Liam Byrne.



Birmingham Hodge Hill · Member of Parliament

Interesting History about the origin of Shard End Ward
Pre-War

Before the end of World War II, Shard End was completely rural with the only buildings being farmhouses, farm outbuildings and tithe cottages. 

Shard End's most infamous resident was Abraham Thornton, son of the owner of Shard End Farm (then part of the Coleshill estate). He was charged with the murder of a local girl, Mary Ashford, in 1817. 

The events of the trial led to the abolition of two ancient legal rights – the right of a close relative to demand another trial although the defendant had been acquitted, and the right of a defendant to defend himself by challenging the relative to a duel. The duel did not take place and Thornton left the area soon after his second trial to travel to the US. 

During World War I, much of the woodland between Shard End and Kingshurst had been cut down to help with the war effort. The Birmingham and District Association of Boy Scouts were able to buy a patch of land at a bargain price and set up a permanent camp there. This land was half way between Kingshurst and Shard End. It was called Yorkswood and opened in 1923. There were five camp fields, covering an area of 25 acres (10 ha). The total site was over 200 acres (81 ha). The site benefited from permanent washhouses and latrines, a swimming pool, a training centre and headquarters, guesthouse, warden's hut and other huts. A small brook from a fresh water spring ran past the camp and Cock Sparrow Farm was about 100 yards (91 m) away to provide fresh milk. The entrance to the camp was flanked by a series of griffin statues. These had come from the roof of Lewis's Department Store in Birmingham when it was being renovated. After the camp closed in 1972 they were placed upon the Yorkswood housing estate (Kendrick Avenue and nearby roads) in Shard End, built upon the site of the camp. Yorkswood takes its name from the nearby Yorks Wood, an eleven hectare forest dating back hundreds of years. 

In the inter war years the Midland Sand and Gravel Company operated a mine on what is now the Norman Chamberlain Playing Fields, off Packington Avenue. During World War II, this gravel pit was used to store and repair third-line tanks. After the war the area was landscaped to become the playing fields. The old gravel pit was allowed to fill with water from a natural spring to form Shard End Lake and has become a leisure facility.
Post- War

A plan of the new housing estate was produced at the end of 1945 and compulsory purchase orders were issued in 1946. Building of the estate started in the late 1940s and was added to in stages producing some variety in the housing. Nine tower blocks were constructed in the ward. 

Following the construction of the new housing estate in the late 1940s, All Saints Church was constructed in 1955, and was the first new church to be built in Birmingham after World War II.

Shard End Library opened in 1967 and was the first in Birmingham to use plastic membership cards instead of the traditional cardboard tickets. Some of the housing deteriorated in later years, but has improved as tenants have bought their homes.

A River Runs Through It

The River Cole, a tributary of the River Tame, runs through Shard End, into Kingshurst and forms the heart of the Kingfisher Country Park.

Shard End Today

In January 2013, work was completed on All Saints Square aiming to improve a deprived area of the city, housing a new Library, council offices and Shard End Post Office, alongside a number of other businesses. The development includes a large onsite car park with local bus services running through the area.

Famous Residents

Jeff Lynne of Electric Light Orchestra (ELO) grew up in a council house at 368 Shard End Crescent in Shard End. The lyrics to the ELO song "All Over the World" mention Shard End along with cities like London, Paris, Amsterdam, Rio de Janeiro, and Tokyo.

Roger Taylor (drummer of Duran Duran) also lived at 350 Shard End Crescent until the age of 11 and attended Timberley Lane School. 

The artist Geoff Bunn also grew up in the area.
Key information – Source 2011 Census
Shard End Ward:

· Has a population of approximately 11,660

· Has the following age profile

Age Profile 

	Age 
	Shard End  (No) 
	Shard End (%)
	Birmingham (%)
	England (%)

	16-64
	7117
	61.0
	64.3%
	64.8%

	Under 18 
	2988
	25.6
	25.5%
	21.4%

	18-24
	1084
	9.3
	12.1%
	9.4%

	25-44
	3124
	26.8
	28.7%
	27.5%

	45-64
	2598
	22.3
	20.7%
	25.4%

	65+
	1866
	16.0
	12.9%
	16.3%
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Ethnicity 

	Ethnic Group 
	Shard End  (No)
	Shard End (%)
	Birmingham (%)
	England (%)

	White Total 
	9691
	83.1
	57.9
	85.4

	British

Irish

Other White  

Mixed/ Multiple Ethnicity  
	9392
183

116

721
	80.5
1.6

1.0

6.2
	53.1

2.1

2.7

4.4
	79.8

1.0

4.7

2.3

	Asian Total 
	358
	3.1
	26.6
	7.8

	Indian 

Pakistani 

Bangladeshi

Chinese

Other Asian 
	36
199

33

20

70
	0.3
1.7

0.3

0.2

0.6
	6.0

13.5

3.0

1.2

2.9
	2.6

2.1

0.8

0.7

1.5

	Black Total
	536
	4.6
	9.0
	3.5

	Black African 

Black Caribbean 

Black Other 

Other Ethnic  Group
	94
330

112

52
	0.8
2.8

1.0

0.4
	2.8

4.4

1.7

2.0


	1.8

1.1

0.5

1.0


Housing Tenure Profile 

	All Household
	Owned

Outright  
	Owned with Mortgage/loan
	Shared ownership
	Rented BCC
	Housing Ass/registered 

Landlord 
	Private 

Landlord or letting agency
	Other private rented 
	Living rent free

	5245
	1039
	1312
	112
	1847
	391
	356
	44
	144


Average Income 

Average income for individuals (16+), not household income. (Ranked 37th out of 69 Wards)
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Schools

There are 4 Primary Schools within the ward:-

Brownmead Primary
Guardian Angels Roman Catholic Primary
Hillstone Primary

Timberley Primary

Significant resources in the ward include:

· Aylesford Hall 

· Shard End Community and Well Being Centre
· Shard End Library 

· Birmingham Positive Impact Mentoring

· Moorfield Hall
· Norman Chamberlain Playing Fields

Key stakeholders within the ward include:
· West Midlands Police 

· West Midlands Fire Service 

· Birmingham Positive Impact Mentoring 

· Birmingham Public Health

· Welcome Change 

· Shard End Communities Neighbourhood Forum.
· Shard End HLB
· Yorkswood Residents Association
· Brownfield Residents Association
Policy Context
The Paper Localism in Birmingham: A Framework for Future Policy, March 2018 set out objectives for future ward-based working which will focus on: improved service delivery in neighbourhoods, an agenda of “Neighbourly Neighbourhoods” and a commitment to a “Whole Place” and “Whole System” way of working.

The new ward planning process is one of the main mechanisms by which citizens and communities can participate in setting local priorities themselves.  The ward plan will be used to develop and enhance local engagement and community governance.  The ward plan will highlight local priorities and planned actions.
In January 2019 Cabinet approved the Localisation White Paper “Working Together in Birmingham’s Neighbourhoods”. This commits the City Council to a programme of transformation, “to make Birmingham a localised city, and transform the culture of the city council to support that”. It also commits the city council to:

· Strengthen Ward partnership working and Ward planning

· Strengthen neighbourhood resources

· Make services more responsive to local neighbourhoods

It sets four tests for the success of this programme by 2022:

· Services being different, better suited to the area, and more efficient.

· Officers working for ‘one council’, putting shared outcomes and local places first, not their service or directorate.

· Local councillors having more influence on services.

· Residents feeling they are more in control of their services and their local area.

This Shard End Ward Plan is about achieving these results in our own local Ward.

The ward plan aligns with Birmingham City Council Vision and Priorities 2017-2020
BIRMIINGHAM CITY COUNCIL VISION – A city of growth where every child, citizen and place matters.
BIRMIINGHAM CITY COUNCIL OUTCOMES – What we want to achieve: 
· Birmingham is an entrepreneurial city to learn, work and invest in
· Birmingham is an aspirational city to grow up in
· Birmingham is a fulfilling city to age well in
· Birmingham is a great city to live in
· Birmingham residents gain the maximum benefit from hosting the Commonwealth Games
Ward Priorities
Although new ward arrangements provide an opportunity through ward meetings, councillors’ advice surgeries and stakeholder engagement to re-establish local priorities, it is important to revisit and note previously agreed ward priorities and the ward action tracker, which has tracked ward priorities for over 12 months.

Ward Tracker Priorities: Shard End 
· Highways/Parking 

· ASB

· Housing

· Crime and Policing 

· Park/Open Spaces
· Community Assets – including Shard End Library, the Community Centre and Shard End Police Station
Local Innovation Fund Priorities:
· Local engagement 
· Community cohesion 
Local Community Safety Partnership and/or Neighbourhood Tasking Group Priorities (where applicable):

· Community engagement,

· Street Crime 
· Anti-social behaviour 
KEY LOCAL WARD PRIORITIES FOR THE NEW SHARD END WARD (2019 – 2022)
The Action Plan (Appendix 1) attached to the Ward Plan outlines the main priority actions from discussions with residents at ward meetings during 2018 – 2019 and a special Ward Planning Meeting in February 2019.  
The Plan was approved by residents at the Ward meeting on 25th June 2019. The main priorities are:-

1. Parking and Road Safety – priorities include initiatives to make the ward a safe place for all residents (pedestrians and drivers); improve parking around schools and supporting initiatives like Modeshift Stars, reduce obstructive parking; repair roads and footpaths and support the roll out of 20mph where appropriate.
2. Elderly Care - local healthcare needs greater investment and improvement to reflect the ageing /growing population of elderly residents in Shard End.  Support community initiatives in the ward to reduce social isolation, support mental and physical health and more intergenerational activities between young and old.

3. Public Open Spaces – to improve and maintain our public open spaces to enable local people to help enjoy the ‘great outdoors’ and improve physical and mental health.  The Parks and Open Spaces are free to use, much need and valued local facilities, and better care and maintenance would encourage greater usage.
4. Environment and Community Assets – the priority is to create cleaner and pleasant roads and neighbourhoods for all residents; help to tackle and reduce fly-tipping, rubbish dumping, dog fouling.  More litter bins were needed and a regular street cleansing and bin emptying rota implemented to help support volunteers/community groups who regularly carried out litter picks in the ward.  To encourage and foster civic pride.
Retaining and improving much needed and well used community assets like Shard End Library, the Community Centre and Shard End Police Station.

The Library is a very well used facility and offers a wide range of activities for residents of all ages. It is also a safe and welcoming place for residents to use, particularly those who live alone.

Shard End Police Station – co-sharing with third sector organisations should be considered to keep the building open.
The Community Centre is also a very well used community facility; investment was needed to improve the building and equipment to encourage even greater usage.

5. Children & Young People – to create and encourage more work experiences

and diversionary activities for young people to help reduce anti-social behaviour, and encourage intergenerational working between all ages.  Supporting the physical and mental health of all young people, particularly those most at risk/vulnerable.
6. Housing – the provision of affordable social housing in the ward  is very much needed, particularly homes for older residents.
Funding/Budgets

1. The sum of £48k from the old ward arrangements have been devolved to the organisations within the ward to deliver Local Innovation Fund (LIF) Projects.
	Project
	Org. name
	Sum awarded
	Status

	Community Caretaking 
	Welcome Change CIC
	£18,561
	Completed 

	Community Buddying and Support Service 
	B’ham Positive Impact Mentoring 
	£19,000
	Completed 

	Glebe Farm Library 
	Welcome Change CIC
	£10,439
	Completed 


2. A share of the Proceeds of Crime funding (where/if applicable) may  be allocated to the ward  NOT APPLICABLE 
	Project
	Org. name
	Sum awarded
	Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


1. Highways Ward Minor Transport Measures and Grass Verge Protection Measures Budget - £9,449 approx.
	Project
	Org. name
	Sum awarded
	Status

	
	
	
	

	School Lane Grass Verge Protection Measures
	Local Engineering
	£6,000
	Under construction.


2. Housing Environmental Works budget - £24,000
	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	To be identified 
	
	£24.000
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3. Section 106 funding (where/if applicable) NOT APPLICABLE 
	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


4. Neighbourhood Network Scheme (NOT applicable)
	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5. Community Infrastructure Levy (NOT applicable)
	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Please list any other sources of ward-based funding below.
Useful Links
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/ 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/bcc.ck#!/vizhome/2018BirminghamWardProfiles/2018BirminghamWardProfiles
[links to be agreed and added]
Declaration
This plan has been drafted following engagement and discussions with local residents and ward stakeholders.  It was been agreed and adopted by those present at the Shard End Ward Meeting on Tuesday 25th June 2019, which was held at Shard End Community Centre.
Elected Member signature      
Cllr Ian Ward





Cllr Ian Ward
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