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Introduction
Local councillors have been tasked with drawing up individual Ward Plans and North Edgbaston is one of the first wards to complete the task.  An initial Ward Forum meeting was held in January 2019 to establish key ward priority and subsequent meetings have helped to identify five priority issues for the City Council and other local agencies to tackle.  These five issues laid out in this Ward Plan are not an exhaustive list.  Indeed as local councillors we pledge to do our very best to resolve all issues raised by local residents in North Edgbaston.  The five identified in this Plan were those established in May 2019 by Ward Councillors in consultation with local residents.  They can and will change to reflect the ever changing needs and priorities of local residents.

At the heart of our approach to representing North Edgbaston is the belief that local members in wards are often better placed to meet the needs and priorities of the people they represent than officers and Cabinet Members who centrally plan and deliver services with little reference to those receiving them.  It is a fact that the higher up the management structure an officer or member travels and the more important their decisions become – the less contact they have with the people affected by their decisions.  As ward councillors we cannot escape the wrath of local people when things go wrong and services don’t match their expectations.  

Unfortunately at a time of public austerity and budgetary cuts decision making invariably becomes even more centralised with local councillors and people feeling powerless to halt the seemingly relentless destruction of long established and cherished services.  

Whilst the Ward Plan will not alter this fundamental fact it is important that the priorities of people living in North Edgbaston are clearly established and shouted loud and clear.  People working in key positions in the City Council and other important public services like the Police and NHS must be in no doubt what the priorities of the residents of North Edgbaston are!

Yours sincerely,
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Sharon Thompson





Carl Rice
Ward Description
In 2018 Birmingham wards changed with the traditional three member ward structure being replaced with a combination of one and two member wards.  As part of this process the new ward of North Edgbaston was created comprising parts of the former Edgbaston, Harborne, Ladywood and Soho wards.  North Edgbaston is a two member ward and Sharon Thompson and Carl Rice were elected in May 2018.

North Edgbaston Ward is located in the west of the city.  It has a population of 21,934 making it the 10th most populous ward in the city.  

The ward has a younger age profile than the city as a whole and a smaller BAME share of the population.   

North Edgbaston is mid ranking amongst the city’s 69 wards for deprivation levels and average income. 

North Edgbaston Ward includes some of the city’s most recognised residential roads, including Portland Road, Gillott Road, Dudley Road, Rotton Park Road and parts of Hagley Road. 
Ward Councillor(s):


Councillor Sharon Thompson 
Email sharon.thompson@birmingham.gov.uk


Councillor Carl Rice 

Email carl.rice@birmingham.gov.uk
Alternatively contact 

Council House 

Victoria Square 

Birmingham 

B1 1BB 

Telephone 0121 303 2039
The North Edgbaston Ward is within two parliamentary constituencies Ladywood and Edgbaston. 
The local Member of Parliament for Ladywood constituency within which part of North Edgbaston Ward is situated is Shabana Mahmood. 

The local Member of Parliament for Edgbaston within which part of North Edgbaston Ward is situated is Preet Gill.
Key information
North Edgbaston Ward: (out of 69 wards in the city).  
Has a population of approximately 21,934.

Ranked 10th
Has a demographic profile (see below)
Age Profile 

	Age 
	North Edgbaston No
	North Edgbaston (%)
	Birmingham (%)
	England (%)

	16-64
	15,239
	69.5%
	64.3%
	64.8%

	
	
	
	
	

	Under 18 
	5,290
	24.1%
	25.5%
	21.4%

	18-24
	3,125
	14.2%
	12.1%
	9.4%

	25-44
	7,855
	35.8%
	28.7%
	27.5%

	45-64
	3,700
	16.9%
	20.7%
	25.4%

	65+
	1,964
	9.0%
	12.9%
	16.3%


Ethnicity 
	Ethnic Group 
	North Edgbaston  (No)
	North Edgbaston (%)
	Birmingham (%)
	England (%)

	White Total 
	5,782
	26.4
	57.9
	85.4

	British

Irish

Other White  

Mixed/ Multiple Ethnicity  
	3,888
403

1,491

1,159
	17.7
1.8

6.8

5.3


	53.1

2.1

2.7

4.4
	79.8

1.0

4.7

2.3

	Asian Total 
	8,926
	40.7
	26.6
	7.8

	Indian 

Pakistani 

Chinese

Other Asian 
	2,970
3,941

394

366

1,255
	13.5
18.0

1.8

1.7

5.7
	6.0
13.5

3.0

1.2

2.9
	2.6
2.1

0.8

0.7

1.5

	Black Total
	3,297
	15.0
	9.0
	3.5

	Black African 

Black Caribbean 

Black Other 

Other Ethnic  Group
	1,147
1,454

696

853


	5.2
6.6

3.2

3.9

	2.8

4.4

1.7

2.0
	1.8

1.1

0.5

1.0


Average income 
The following are average income (16+) not household income (ranked 48th out of 69)

North Edgbaston 


Birmingham



England


£14,990



£16,185



£18,788

· Ward gender profile female (47.8%), male (52.28%)
· has a young age profile;
· is ranked 38th on the indices of multiple deprivation;
· has a tenure profile of mainly - see below 
	All Household
	Owned

Outright  
	Owned with Mortgage/loan
	Shared ownership
	Rented BCC
	Housing Ass/registered 

Landlord 
	Private 

Landlord or letting agency
	Other private rented 
	Living rent free

	8,327
	1,583
	1,626
	75
	862
	899
	3,044
	105
	133


There are 7 schools within the ward 
· St Paul’s School for Girls 

· George Dixon Primary School 

· George Dixon Academy 

· Barford Primary 

· Summerfield J& I school 

· City Road School 

· St Patrick’s Catholic School 

Significant resources in the ward include:

· Edgbaston Reservoir
· Summerfield Park 
· Summerfield Community Centre

Key stakeholders within the ward include:
· West Midlands Police
· West Midlands Fire Service
· City Hospital – New 
· Residents Groups.

· Street Watch group.

· Businesses on Dudley Road
· Housing Associations

Policy Framework
The Paper Localism in Birmingham: A Framework for Future Policy, March 2018 set out objectives for future ward-based working which will focus on: improved service delivery in neighbourhoods, an agenda of “Neighbourly Neighbourhoods” and a commitment to a “Whole Place” and “Whole System” way of working.

The new ward planning process is one of the main mechanisms by which citizens and communities can participate in setting local priorities themselves.  The ward plan will be used to develop and enhance local engagement and community governance.  The ward plan will highlight local priorities and planned actions.
The ward plan aligns with Birmingham City Council Vision and Priorities 2017-2020
BIRMIINGHAM CITY COUNCIL VISION – A city of growth where every child, citizen and place matters.
COMMUNITY COHESION STRATEGY FOR BIRMINGHAM - Forward together to build a fair and inclusive city for everyone.

WORKING TOGETHER IN BIRMINGHAM’S NEIGHBOURHOODS

BIRMIINGHAM CITY COUNCIL OUTCOMES – What we want to achieve: 
· Birmingham is an entrepreneurial city to learn, work and invest in
· Birmingham is an aspirational city to grow up in
· Birmingham is a fulfilling city to age well in
· Birmingham is a great city to live in
· Birmingham residents gain the maximum benefit from hosting the Commonwealth Games
Although new ward arrangements provide an opportunity through ward meetings, councillors’ advice surgeries and stakeholder engagement to re-establish local priorities, it is important to revisit and note previously agreed ward priorities and the ward action tracker, which has tracked ward priorities for over 18 months.

Ward Tracker Priorities Ladywood, Edgbaston and Soho 
· Planning 

· Housing – Private Rented Sector / HMOs etc.

· Environment

· ASB/Crime/Policing 

· Highways 
Local Innovation Fund Priorities:
· Community Cohesion 

· Local Engagement

· Environment improvements
Local Community Safety Partnership and/or Neighbourhood Tasking Group Priorities (where applicable):

· Community engagement
· Anti-social behaviour in open public spaces 
Previous Local Funding/Budgets:
1. The sum of £48k from the old ward arrangements have been devolved to the organisations within the ward to deliver Local Innovation Fund (LIF) Projects.
	Project
	Org. name
	Sum awarded
	Status

	Living with Hardship 
	Trident Housing 
	£48,000
	On going 

	Edging Forward Together
	
	
	

	Bringing People together 
	Soho 1st CDT 
	£6,000
	Completed

	Developing Local Economy 
	Soho 1st CDT
	£12.000
	Completed

	Environmental 
	Soho 1st CDT 
	£9,000
	Completed 


2. A share of the Proceeds of Crime funding may  be allocated to the ward
3. Highways Ward Minor Transport Measures budget 
	Project
	Org. name
	Sum awarded
	Status

	Removal of Bench/Cycle stand (Dudley Rd) 
	
	£628
	

	DBM/Removal 
	
	£1,100
	

	WMTM
	
	£9,887.56
	


4. Housing Environmental Works budget 

	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5. Section 106 funding 
	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	Increase school capacity 
	Portland Centre
	£68,839
	Expiry 12/01/2022

	Provision for Artificial Pitch 
	Portland Centre
	£114,732
	Expiry 12/01/2022

	Highway Improvements 
	Portland Centre 
	£57,366
	Expiry 12/01/2022

	
	
	
	


6. Neighbourhood Network Scheme (where/if applicable)
	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


7. Community Infrastructure Levy (where/if applicable)
	Project
	Location
	Sum allocated
	Status

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


North Edgbaston Ward Priorities 2019

At a special ward meeting held on Saturday 26 January 2019 residents met to discuss priorities for the North Edgbaston Ward and then at the meeting on 28 March 2019 decided the following were the top priorities;
· Housing – including HMO’s 

· Crime & Community safety with particular reference to tackling Street Prostitution
· Parking – including resident’s parking schemes

· Litter/fly tipping & rubbish

· Youth & community services

· Impact of new developments – Midland Metropolitan Hospital, IPL, new housing developments

· Parks, more public open spaces, better management 

Useful Links
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/ 

https://public.tableau.com/profile/bcc.ck#!/vizhome/2018BirminghamWardProfiles/2018BirminghamWardProfiles
[links to be agreed and added]
Declaration
This plan has been drafted following engagement and discussions with local residents and ward stakeholders.  It was been agreed and adopted by those present at the North Edgbaston Ward meeting on: [insert day, date and year], which was held at [insert meeting venue name].
Signed [elected member(s) signature(s):












Print:
Councillor Carl Rice
Elected member (2)


Signed:












Print:
Councillor Sharon Thompson 
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